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SEVENCHURCH

Metal Hammer reckoned their tape was the best demo by a British band they'd heard in lges.'l‘he editor of Metal

Forces positively salivated over the prospect of hearing a full album by them, they rrently g upwards of
fiteen letters a week from fans as far apait as Iceland, Canada, Thailand and Australia and hot on their tails are s good
handful of eager record companies including a few from G of all places. Areweulhnglboutﬂ\elnatthnd\
sensations from South Wales or the North East, breeding gmunds for so many of this Isle’s hard rockin® guitar
combos? Ohno. We're actually talking about Sevenchurch. Sevenchurch - the slowest, heaviest, doomiest bunch of
long-haired guitar grinders you ever did hear this side of the Atlantic who have the blatant audacity to come from
Oxford: home of a million and one jangly teenage indie hopefuls surely? Oxford, which is tast becoming a melting
pot for any kind of music you care to mention and a veritable hotbed of multifarious creativity.
Sevenchurch (Dave Smart - lead guitar, Dave Capel - thythm guitar, Paul - bass/backing vocals; Martin - lead vocals
and Grahaeme - drums) formed from the ashes of local thrash outfits Mordor and Dying Breed in carly 1990 with
Martin joining late last year after the demise of Madamadam. Paul was originally thcleadvocahskbutfeh
uncomfortable in this task and this left the way open for Martin’s inclusi incid S hurch’s first ever
outing was as the support to Madamadam at their last ever Oxford gig - Curfew: always first with the really boring bits
_ of trivia).
Since this time S h “hAvebeen, with gigs that manage to cram s staggering five songs
into an hour long set. S hurch are not easy ki even for those who like their music a little on the extreme
side. Somebody commented that they were unlistenable to. Said person probably reckons EMF are punk rock. Me,
being the only person 1 know who can happily listen to Swan’s firstalbum all the way through without feeling the need
to either throw up or dig holes in the wall with bare hands, I find their brand of metal (of which there now seem to be
57 Heinz varieties) far more uplifting than so many of the sad cases who séem content to relive the early ‘80s sounds
of Iron Maiden et al. So, where does this Sevenchurch sound originate from?
Dave: ‘1 just wanted to take the music to as great an extreme as possible. My favourite bands don’t reflect what this
band is like. I like *70s bands like Black Sabbath and Lynyrd Skynyrd and newer bands like Soundgarden and The
Black Crowes but the main influence on my music is films.”
Paul: ‘We've always liked the idea of film soundtracks: the way the music gives the film its stmosphere. That’s what
we're trying to do with our music, to create an atmosphere. Sevenchurch would make a good soundtrack to a really
dark horror film."
I"d personally like to see Michael J. Fox try to act his way through a Sevenchurch soundtrack. I'd quite like to see
Michael J. Fox act full stop.
Dave:*As | say, my favourite bands don’t make this sort of music but films really inspire me to write songs.’
What about not-so-metal bands like Swans and Godflesh? They’re more in a similar vein aren’t they?
*Yeah, those are the sort of bands we’d like to go on tour with so we could really crossover rather than just play with
metal bands all the time, Especially since Martin joined we’ve gota lot of appeal to anybody. For weirdos anyway.’
Is there a much broader appeal for heavy rock and metal now than there was in the *70s and early ‘80s when those
type ofbands were much more easily classified? [ mean, like Nirvana are sort of metal for people who don’tlike metal
atall.
Martin:‘ People have always liked heavy guitar sounds but they” vebealpmoﬂ‘byﬁuttypmlhe-vy metal image.
Also the lyrics and vocal style put some people off - that high-pitched Ronnic-James Dio thing."
Dave: "meb-ndsﬂntmmlldouwﬂmwnotm"edomlwdl.likeDetLeppud,bu(ﬂmmmulotofdnﬂ‘«mt
bands around now.’
What about extreme death metal bands like Daude‘?
Martin: ‘Gimmicky. They're good at p | d
badly made and mixed.’
Your sound is pretty extreme, dark and sinister, how seriously do you take yourselves?
Dave: *We're not taking the piss but...”
Paul who up *til now has written the band’s Iynu u\letmpu
“l‘hclynuarequw tional, itualin a way. People have asked us if We're a Christian band. We’re
not but we e not anti-Christian.”

g a bit of y but the records are very

So there'll be no buming inverted crosses into your forcheads then?
“No, none of that I'm afraid.’
No sacrificing goats or biting the heads of bats?

‘No.”
SadtoreponSevmchumhlnmtd\mmuﬂamot‘mnkwmulmmdofnuugumdchpuﬁmnthebu
of the pub where we are enjoying a few ‘beverages® mxddm:uo!smn, mwmnghdsmdpeople wearing very
short shorts even thoughit doesn’t suit their figures. Ispota fewpe fc ghter but remain silent,
*People can read into our music what they like - Jmtum-mey'nmmmed.

One of the very strangest things about Sevenchurch is the way that Martin has so radically changed his vocal'style
from when he sang with Madanadam. Gone is the Lydon-esque whins of yore to be replaced by & deep-throated
gutteral growl. Wasita dxﬁmltdunge—weﬂ

“Quite difficultb record the d ks after [ joined butl enjoy singingin alower registermuch
more than a high one. Youdon’too:neoﬂ‘ﬂmwmpmdymfotmm This style is much more relaxed.
Also the slower pace of the music gi to actup on stage, to move around more, With Madamadam
it was all at breakneck speed with no time to do anything. With Sevenchurch there’s also a lot more potential for the
lyrics which tended to get lost in Madamadam.’

Martin, unlike the rest of the band, has short hair and looks like the last person you'd expect to find fronting s doom
metal band. Is he really a closet metal head?

‘Not at all. I'm not into very much metal really. The vocalists I'm most influenced by are people like Ian Curtis,
Morissey, Howard Devoto and Scott Walker. Anybody who has a morose delivery. Also American High Energy
singers, people like Madonna and Martika. Lyrically I'm investigating peoplelike Diana Ross, even Abba, People think
["m sending that stuff up but I'm not atall. Diana Ross" lyrics are very much about the negative side of romance and
1 can see Sevenchumlkgauubackwuwﬂhnﬂmg.bang!hemn\dh-ckwwme ‘love lost’ story.’

All this is very much d from the pical idea of British metal bands with closed minds listening only to
metal, merely trying to emulate Led Zep or Def Leppard.
“That’s one of the biggest problems with a lot of new British metal bands - they only listen to one type of music and
what they produce is very depressing.’

*So many British metal bands just don’t compare to American ones. If you go to a gig and there are two British bands
and one American band then it's always the American one that stands out - but when British bands do get it right
they’re the best in the world.’

The general subject of metal is discussed, particularly the lack of real stars in the recent scene.

* All the stars there are now are the old ones like Ozzy Osbourne and Alice Cooper. The new bands prefer to be more
like the guy in the street. more like their fans.’

What about Axl Rose?

Martin: *1t's all attitude with him. I dor’tlike him atall - his voice or attitude. he’ snotlswhﬂmmnelugueubmd
Bowie was. Maybe he’s a star to some people.’

Did metal reach a crisis point in the late ‘80s with bands playing so fast that the only direction left for them was to
slow it right down like yourselves?

Dave: ‘When bands were playing so fast things got to saturation point with everyone doing it and a lot of crap bands
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appearing.’

Paul: ‘1t lost everything except the speed.’

Do you think you cen be that much more intense by playing slower. Certainly it takes much more concentration to
listen to.

Dave: “And it’s more emotional.’

Dave: *1lefta thrash band becsuse it wasn't what | wanted to do, At firstthe idea of combining punk energy with metal
nppuledtome,agnmﬂmdlwne from America.’

Were you surprised at the reviews you got in Metal Forces and Metal Hammer?

*Surprised at the extent to which they praised us. I've always written music to please myselfand if anyone else liked
it then all the better. it was great to see those reviews, especially since it was the editor of Metal Forces who reviewed
the tape.’

‘We’ve always wanted to get everything dead nghlbcfor" we did the tape or played live. We spentages rehearsing.”
Oh if only a few other bands would follow this maxim. It might Jjust spare everybody concemed a lot of torture.
As well as causing Sevenchurch to be deluged with mail from around the globe their rave reviews have caught the
attention of a number of record companies and put them in a stronger position when trying to get a deal - something
which is now more a case of ‘when’ rather than ‘if’

What of the rest of the Oxford rock scene? What do Sevenchurch think of more traditional rock bands like 2 Die 4
and Graffiti?

*2 Die 4 are great. Maybe a bit manufactured but exciting. They've got a very modem sound, usmg u.mplers for
instance. Graffiti have got great songs and a brilliant singer but they might have left it a bit late now.’

Strangely Sevenchurch have & lot of enthusiasm for other local bands that 1 wouldn’t have expected them to like
particularly. lgumthuhowsdw\meeclecumm

‘Comflower Concept - a great band, perhaps not six months ago but now they’ve really got it. The Daisies, Death
by Crimpers. FlnhHany they’re absolutely storming but people won't go and see them because they think it"ll be

h talk about ob Scandi bands who I've never ever heard of and whose names seem ripped
wholesale from various satanic verses so [ grinmy simpleton grin and let them get on with it. They are five extremely
picasant blokes playing extremely unpleasant music and playing it extremely well. There is absolutely no room for
compromise in the Church of the Number Seven and, for all their doom and darkness, the future looks surprisingly
bright. Will you be worshipping at their altas?

Sevanchurch photos by Dean
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SEVENCHURCH DEMO "NEFARIOUS"

with probably one of the best demo
tapes circulating at the moment, total
doom in the Candlemass/Cathedral order
of things, Sevenchurch manage to come
up with some different ideas and some
original riffs, almost humorous at times,
unintentional I'm sure but Sevenchurch do
seem to have injected some humour into
their riffs. Martin Spear, one time
Madamadam voice is the singer, you'd
never know. It's like Doom with added
bounce, bounce-core anyone? Beautifully
slow, Candlemass with the Sabbath bits,
shortest of the four songs stretches out to
eight and a half minutes, like the early
days of Cathedral.... plenty of light and
shade, flavours of Prog at times. Excellent
sound quality, excellent packaging, picture
of a grave yard on the front, well what
else did you expect. Sevenchurch are as
good at making slow twisting Doom as
Madamadam were at Moshing it up. Highly
recommended. Contact Sevenchurch, 83
Hurst Rise Road, Botley, Oxford, OX2 9HJ.
Price £3.00 inc P&P payable to Paul Oliver

Demo Review from The Organ Fanzine |
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